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WRIT DENIED; STAY DENIED

Plaintiff/relator, Elise Howell, filed this writ application on August 25, 2026
seeking this Court’s emergency supervisory review of the trial court’s ruling of July
10, 2026, which denied her motion for continuance of the hearing on defendants’
motion for summary judgment, which is set for hearing on August 28, 2026. Relator
sought a stay of the hearing in the trial court, which was denied. Relator seeks a stay

of the hearing in this Court pending resolution of this writ application.

This is a veterinary medical malpractice case which was filed by plaintiff on
July 29, 2024, alleging negligence and malpractice by defendants in their treatment
of her cat known as “Miss Priss” on January 24, 2024. A Case Management
Schedule was signed by the trial court on March 9, 2026. The case is currently
scheduled for trial on October 5, 2026. The Case Management Schedule states that
plaintiff’s witness list and expert reports were due on June 15, 2026, and defendant’s

witness list and expert reports were due on June 22, 2026. The writ application



reflects that defendants sent plaintiff their expert’s report, affidavit, and CV on
September 29, 2025. The Schedule also provides that all discovery is to be
completed by July 6, 2026 and all dispositive motions are to be filed by July 30,
2026. Defendants filed their motion for summary judgment on June 17, 2026.
Plaintiff filed her motion for continuance of the hearing on the motion for summary
judgment on July 8, 2026. The trial court denied the motion for continuance without
reasons on July 10, 2026. In her writ application, plaintiff argues that the trial court
should have granted her motion for continuance because she has had inadequate time

for completion of discovery.

Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure article 1601 provides for discretionary
grounds for granting a continuance “if there is good ground therefor.” Gaudin &
Gaudin v. IberiaBank Corp., 19-459 (La. App. 5 Cir. 3/17/20), 293 So.3d 755, 766,
abrogated on other grounds by Auricchio v. Harriston, 2020-01167 (La. 10/10/21),
332 So.3d 660. The trial court must consider the particular facts of a case when
deciding whether to grant or deny a continuance, including the diligence and good
faith of the party seeking the continuance and other reasonable grounds. /d., citing
McCoy v. Manor, 18-1228 (La. App. 1 Cir. 5/9/19), 277 So.3d 344, 347. A trial
court has great discretion in granting or denying a motion for a continuance under
La. C.C.P. art. 1601, and that discretion will not be disturbed on appeal in the
absence of clear abuse of discretion. Succession of Maloney, 21-618 (La. App. 5

Cir. 11/9/22), 353 So.3d 292, 298.

On the showing made, we cannot say that the trial court abused its great
discretion in denying plaintiff’s motion for continuance. Accordingly, relator’s writ

application is denied. Likewise, relator’s request for a stay of the hearing is denied.

Gretna, Louisiana, this 26th day of August, 2026.
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